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CORPS REVIEWS A REQUEST FOR REDUCTIONS FROM LAKE LANIER 
 

Mobile, Ala. – The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Mobile District, is reviewing 

a request from Georgia Department of Natural Resources, Environmental 

Protection Division (EPD) to provide a temporary deviation from our current 

water management operations at Buford Dam/Lake Lanier, for consideration of 

a reduction in releases to the Chattahoochee River necessary for assimilation of 

return flows at Atlanta. 

      The current releases made for water quality are 750 cubic feet per second 

(cfs) per day. The Georgia EPD request would lower that flow to 650 cfs until 

April 30, 2009.  

      The Corps is currently coordinating this proposal with the ACF Basin 

stakeholders. The Corps is asking that all agency and stakeholder written 

comments be provided by Monday, Oct. 27,  at the following email address 

cesam-pd-ea@usace.army.mil. 

      A copy of the request from Georgia EPD and a link to an electronic 

comment form are also posted on the Mobile District Planning Division home 

webpage located at http://www.sam.usace.army.mil/pd/Pd1.htm   

--30-- 

 News Release 
 
Release No.  08-53 Contacts:  E. Patrick Robbins 251-690-2512 
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For Immediate Release:  Lisa Coghlan   251-690-2505 
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Zettle, Brian A SAM

From: Mauldin, Gary V SAD
Sent: Monday, October 13, 2008 12:04 PM
To: '(alice_lawrence@fws.gov)'; '(Brian.Atkins@adeca.alabama.gov)'; 

'(ccouch@dnr.state.ga.us)'; '(charles.cover@ferc.gov)'; '(cmstover@southernco.com)'; 
'(dcnr.commissioner@dcnr.alabama.gov)'; '(dow.johnston@adeca.alabama.gov)'; 
'(fal@adem.state.al.us)'; '(flcox@southernco.com)'; '(gamartin@southernco.com)'; 
'(gmcmahon@arcadis-us.com)'; '(Jeff_Powell@fws.gov)'; '(jim.hakala@mail.dnr.state.ga.us)'; 
'(JOELS@sepa.doe.gov)'; '(mancusi-ungaro.philip@epa.gov)'; '(rmcauley@alaforestry.org)'; 
'(roates@alaforestry.org)'; '(Sandy_Tucker@fws.gov)'; '(stan.cook@dcnr.alabama.gov)'; 
'(stewart.dee@epa.gov)'; '(todd.holbrook@dnr.state.ga.us)'; 'Alan McLane 
(amclane@southernco.com)'; 'Allen E. Owen (aeo@meadwestvaco.com)'; 'Ashley McVicar'; 
'Athena Clark'; 'becky mixon'; 'bhoustonacf@bellsouth.net'; 'Bill Couch 
(bill_couch@dnr.state.ga.us)'; 'Bill Pearson (bill_pearson@fws.gov)'; 'billy turner'; 'brady king 
(Cong Boyd FL)'; 'Brian McCallum'; 'brydon ross (Sen Martinez)'; 'C Krautler'; 'camila knowles 
(Sen Chambliss)'; 'chad davis (Sen Shelby)'; 'chart bonham'; 'chris riley (Cong Deal GA)'; 
'Courtenay O'Mara Morgan Falls (cromara@southernco.com)'; 'D Forster'; 'Dan Tonsmeire 
(dan@apalachicolariverkeeper.org)'; 'Danny Elrich (danny@highlandmarina.com)'; smtp-
Heard, Darlene; smtp-Smith, Dee; 'Dick Timmerberg (dtimmerberg@bellsouth.net)'; 'don 
miller (GP cedar springs mill)'; 'Douglas Spencer'; 'Duncan Powell'; 'Ed Martin'; 'Frank 
Redmond - Sen Isakson'; 'Gail_Carmody@fws.gov'; 'George Taylor 
(george.taylor@opc.com)'; 'Glenn Page (gpage@ccmwa.org)'; 'Herb Nadler'; 'james antista'; 
'James McIndoe - ADEM'; 'janet.llewellyn@dep.state.fl.us'; 'jennifer warren (Cong Everett 
AL)'; 'jerry smithwick (Cong Boyd FL)'; 'Jess Weaver (jdweaver@usgs.gov)'; 'Jimmy Palmer'; 
'joe lillis (Cong Westmoreland GA)'; 'Joe Maltese (jmaltese@lagrange-ga.org)'; 'Jon 
Worthington'; 'kelly cornwell'; 'ken haddad'; 'Ken Odom'; 'Kenny Peacock 
(kpeacock@southernco.com)'; 'Lee Edminston (Lee.Edmiston@dep.state.fl.us)'; 'Lewis Jones 
- ARC'; 'Lynn Sisk - ADEM'; 'Marisa Simpson (Sen Chambliss)'; 'Mark Crisp'; 'Mark 
Robinson'; 'michael reed (Cong Bishop GA)'; 'Michael Sole (michael.sole@dep.state.fl.us)'; 
'Mike Markey Gulf Power (rmmarkey@southernco.com)'; 'pam keene (lakeside on lanier)'; 
'Pat Stevens - ARC'; 'Pete Landrum (Sen Sessions)'; 'r sasser'; 'Randy Kerr'; 'Rick Treece'; 
'Rob Woodall (Cong Linder)'; 'Robbie Nichols (robbie@southernharbor.com)'; 'robyn podany'; 
'Sam Hamilton'; 'sbethea@ucriverkeeper.org'; 'stacy shelton (AJC)'; 'stewart manley'; 'susie 
quinn (Sen Nelson)'; 'tdblaloc@southernco.com'; 'tim cash'; 'Todd Silliman'; 'tom bartels'; 
'Tom Moorer (TCMOORER@Southernco.com)'; 'Tom Wellborn'; 'Tom Wilmoth 
(twilmoth@blackwellsanders.com)'; 'tony owens'; 'Trey Glenn'; 'Val Perry 
(valperry@bellsouth.net)'; 'Wei Zeng'; 'whitney verett (Cong Rogers AL)'; 'alan peeples 
(APC)'; 'April Hall (ahall@alabamarivers.org)'; Barnett, Dennis W SAD; 'Beason, Tom'; 'Billy 
Barber (lake seminole assoc)'; 'bob kerr'; 'Bradford Swann (bswann@gov.state.ga.us)'; 'brian 
kerlin'; 'brian manwaring'; 'brian skeens'; 'Bruce Ritchie (britchie@tallahassee.com)'; 'chris 
browning'; 'chris hebberd'; 'Chris Martin (chris.martin@dnr.state.ga.us)'; 'christian doolin'; 
'cllambert'; 'clyde morris'; 'daniel brown'; 'david elliott'; 'david moore'; 'Deb Speights (cong 
johnson)'; 'debbie cannon (chambliss)'; 'Debbie Vess (Hamilton XA)'; 'Denesia Cheeks'; 
'diana ferguson'; 'Ed Moon '; 'Frank Stephens (frank.stephens@gwinnettcounty.com)'; 'frasier 
bingham (lake seminole assoc)'; 'grace trimble'; 'grayal farr (apalac Rvr kpr)'; 'helen light'; 
'James.A.Maysonett@usdoj.gov [James.A.Maysonett@usdoj.gov]'; 'janet rossi (Linder)'; 
'jennifer shrader (laGrange news)'; 'jeremy branch'; 'jerry ziewitz'; 'jim scarbrough'; 'john 
allen'; 'john fortuna'; 'John Lyon (john.lyon@ferc.gov)'; 'Jon steverson 
(jon.steverson@aspbs.state.fl.us)'; 'kathy nguyen'; 'katie kirkpatrick (macoc)'; 'kcrews'; 'kim 
isaza MDJ'; 'kirsten mork (cong price)'; 'kit dunlap'; 'Kraly, Stephen'; 'krandall'; 'kspear'; 'Lake, 
Chip'; 'larry fisher'; 'larry ramsey'; 'laura hartt'; 'mary kay woodruff (MALTA)'; 'melanie morris 
(cong boyd)'; 'mike godfrey'; 'Mitch Williams (Mitch.Williams@GAPAC.com)'; 'Mumford, 
Carole (cong johnson)'; 'natalie sacha'; 'nicole carter'; 'randy kerr'; 'rhunter'; 'richard verdi'; 
'Ruth.Ann.Storey@usdoj.gov'; 'scarlett fuller'; 'shana udvardy'; 'Stanley Mize 
(smize@gainesville.org)'; 'stephanie blankenship henry co AL'; 'steven burns'; 'stewart 
tomlinson'; 't vickers'; 'ted Hoehn (ted.hoehn@myfwc.com)'; 'thomas casey'; 'thomas shuler'; 
'Tim Collins (tcollins@gainesville.org)'; 'tim perkins'; 'TJ marshall'; 'Tom Littlepage 
(tom.littlepage@adeca.alabama.gov)'; 'Tom Waits (lake seminole assoc)'; 'wilton rooks (LLA)'

Cc: Ashley, Jonathan A SAM; Boone, James E SAJ; Brown, Stacey E HQ02; Cromartie, Leon M 
Jr SAM; Dalton, James C HQ02; 'David McLain (dmclain850@aol.com)'; Davis, Jonathan A 
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Cc: SAM; Erhardt, Robert D Jr SAM; Eubanks, Michael J SAM; Fournier, Suzanne M HQ02; 
Fuqua, Nadine J SAM; Gwin, William V SAM; Hardesty, Gary M HQ02; Hathorn, James E Jr 
SAM; Hinton-Lee, Chris SAD; Holland, Robert G SAD; Houston, Amber M SAM; Hrabovsky, 
Cheryl L SAM; Jellema, Jonathan M HQ@SAD; Johns, Richard M SAM; Logan, Stephen F 
SAM; Mauldin, Gary V SAD; Otto, Douglas C Jr SAM; Peck, Brian E SAM; Pfenning, Michael 
COL HQDA; 'Premo, Stephen S SAD'; Prince, George R Jr SAD; Purcell, Cornelius W 
HQ@SAD; Regalado, Nanciann E SAJ; Robbins, Ervin P SAM; Ross, Wade A SAM; Sapp, 
Shelton B SAD; Smallwood, William L SAM; Smith, Christopher T SAD; Sumner, Lewis C 
SAM; Trawick, Eubie D SAM; Vaughan, Memphis  Jr SAM; White, Jonas  SAM; Zettle, Brian 
A SAM; Taylor, Peter F  SAM

Subject: FW: Proposed Temporary Deviation From Current Water Management Operations at Buford 
Dam to Reduce Water Quality Releases

Importance: High

Attachments: Letter from Carol Couch to Colonel Jorns 10-10-08.pdf

Letter from Carol 
Couch to Col...

ACF Stakeholders:
FYI and comment.......Gary

Sent by GoodLink (www.good.com)

 -----Original Message-----
From: Zettle, Brian A SAM
Sent: Monday, October 13, 2008 10:19 AM Eastern Standard Time
To: Smith, Christopher T SAD; Mauldin, Gary V SAD
Cc: Eubanks, Michael J SAM; Horton, Matthew W SAM; Harvey, Randall B SAM; Flakes, Curtis
M SAM; Bradley, Kenneth P SAM
Subject: Proposed Temporary Deviation From Current Water Management Operations at 
Buford Dam to Reduce Water Quality Releases

Gary/Chris,

Could you please send this message out to the ACF stakeholder list ASAP?  It provides a 
copy of the recent GA-EPD request and info on how to provide comments.  This is the same 
approach we used in the previous requests.  Thanks.

ACF Stakeholders:

Mobile District has received a request from the Georgia Environmental Protection Division 
(GA-EPD) that a reduction be made in releases from Buford Dam/Lake Lanier to meet the 
water quality requirement on the Chattahoochee River at Atlanta, Georgia, as a temporary 
drought contingency measure.  A copy of the GA-EPD request by letter dated 10 October 2008
is attached for your reference and review.  The current minimum flow requirement for 
assimilation of return flow at Atlanta (750 cfs) is incorporated in the current Buford Dam
Reservoir Regulation Manual, as measured on the Chattahoochee River above the confluence 
with Peachtree Creek.  GA-EPD requests that a reduction in the water quality required flow
to 650 cfs be implemented between 1 November 2008 and 30 April 2009.  This request would 
therefore require a temporary deviation from current water management operations.

GA-EPD's request represents a proposed temporary drought contingency measure in response 
to on going drought conditions  and forecasts for continued dry conditions this 
fall/winter.  The proposed reduction in flows is based on water quality criteria at 
Atlanta and seeks to conserve storage in Lake Lanier (Buford Dam) by reducing the amount 
of release necessary to meet State water quality standards during cooler months.  

The Corps of Engineers is given discretion to manage its reservoirs by the Flood Control 
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Act of 1944.  The procedures for water management actions at Corps projects is set out in 
Engineer Regulation 1110-2-240 (33 C.F.R. Part 222.5), which states as follows in regard 
to droughts:

"Continuous examination should be made of regulations schedules, possible need for 
storage reallocation (within existing authority and constraints) and to identify needed 
changes in normal regulation.  Emphasis should be placed on evaluating conditions that 
could require deviation from normal release schedules as part of drought contingency plans
(ER 1110-2-1941)."

Engineering Regulation 1110-2-1941 requires water managers to re-examine procedures and 
reservoirs to determine whether improvement can be made during low water periods within 
current authorities.

This notice is requesting written comments from Federal, State and local agencies, Tribes,
affected industries, organizations, other stakeholders and the public regarding potential 
affects of the proposed reduction in flows for the purpose of conducting environmental 
evaluation and obtaining stakeholder input which will assist in a determination on the 
request for a temporary deviation from the Reservoir Regulation Manual.  Information 
provided in response to this notice will be considered by the Mobile District and South 
Atlantic Division in determining whether or not to implement a temporary deviation and to 
what extent.  Please communicate this information to any other interested parties.

The decision on the proposed temporary deviation or variance in water management 
operations will be based on an evaluation of the probable impact, including cumulative 
impacts, of the proposed activity on the public interest.  Written comments are requested 
on specific impacts to other users and operations that occur within the basin. That 
decision will reflect the national concern for both protection and utilization of 
important resources.  The benefit which reasonably may be expected to accrue from the 
proposal must be balanced against its reasonably foreseeable detriments.  All factors 
which may be relevant to the proposal will be considered, including the cumulative effects
thereof; among those are conservation, economics, aesthetics, general environmental 
concerns, wetlands, cultural values, fish and wildlife values, flood hazards, flood plain 
values, land use, navigation, shoreline erosion and accretion, recreation, water supply 
and conservation, water quality, energy needs, safety, food production, and in general, 
the needs and welfare of the people.  Potential consequences of this proposed temporary 
deviation include impacts on pool elevations at West Point and Walter F. George, on river 
stages at various water intakes below Buford Dam, and on in-stream water quality criteria.
In addition, the proposed flow reduction may impact individual discharge permit holders 
downstream of Buford Dam.  The reduced flow may also impact the trout hatchery downstream 
of Buford Dam and/or the fishery associated with that facility.  There may be additional 
consequences or impacts for which we solicit your input.

This topic was previously announced during the bi-weekly ACF Basin Drought Teleconference 
on Thursday, 9 October 2008.  You are requested to submit written comments to assure your 
concerns are fully considered.

Written comments should be directed the District Engineer, U.S. Army Engineer District, 
Mobile, Post Office Box 2288, Mobile, Alabama  366280001, Attention:  Planning and 
Environmental Division, Inland Environment Team in time to be received not later than 27 
October 2008.  In order to expedite receipt of comments, electronic copies of comments may
be forwarded to the following email address:

cesam-pd-ea@usace.army.mil

Electronic comments may also be provided on the Mobile District web site at the following 
location:  

http://www.sam.usace.army.mil/pd/Pd1.htm

Please provide all comments not later than close of business, Monday, 27 October 2008.
 <<Letter from Carol Couch to Colonel Jorns 10-10-08.pdf>> Brian Zettle Biologist US Army 
Corps of Engineers
(251) 690-2115
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Northcutt, Heather P SAM

From: Sandy_Tucker@fws.gov
Sent: Monday, October 27, 2008 10:26 AM
To: CESAM-PD-EA SAM
Cc: Alice_Lawrence@fws.gov; Jerry_Ziewitz@fws.gov; Gail_Carmody@fws.gov; Dave 

Flemming; Jeff_Powell@fws.gov; Jeff_Weller@fws.gov
Subject: proposed temporary deviation at Buford Dam to reduce water quality release

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service is providing herein comments regarding Georgia EPD's 
proposal to reduce flows from November 1, 2008, thru April 30, 2009.  We have no Federal 
threatened and endangered species in this stretch of river.  However, we have a few 
questions/suggestions about the proposal and the associated data that were supplied.  Last
year, the COE asked EPD to take three actions to provide additional info if reductions in 
flows were to be requested again.  Our questions/suggestions relate to each of those 
actions:

Action 1:  EPD provided data for DO, ammonia, and temperature.  We do not have concerns 
about temperature and potential impacts on the native fishery. If any temperature changes 
occur they likely will be a little closer to what they should be in this stretch of river.
For ammonia levels, we have a question regarding Figure 7.  Does pH never get above 8.0 
for this section of river?  If so, such info should be included on this figure because 
allowable ammonia concentrations will decrease with an increase in pH.  You can see how a 
pH above 8.0 would get the predicted concentrations at the bottom of the figure closer to 
the maximum allowable concentrations; especially for DO. The predicted lowest DO levels 
are stated as occurring near the Dog River confluence/Capps Ferry Bridge area as depicted 
in Figure 1.  However, Figure 1 has the lowest DO levels for the date shown as coming out 
of Buford Dam.  Perhaps the difference in DO levels at Buford Dam should also be compared 
for 650 cfs and 750 cfs, predicted as well as monitored, in addition to the Capps Ferry 
Bridge area.  Also, because of measured DO concentrations that have exceeded State 
standards during the summer months, low DO levels that resulted from a CSO overflow in 
April 2008, and questionable DO levels that EPD has determined came from siltation 
problems during the summer months, we recommend EPD develop explicit DO triggers to 
increase flows in circumstances where low levels occur during the reduced flows timeframe.
This particular point is also applicable to Action 3.

Action 2:  We recognize there are logistical issues, but recommend that EPD establish a 
gage at Peachtree Creek to record real-time withdrawal data at this location.

Action 3:  We recommend the proposed "adaptive management" actions go through April 30, 
2009, rather than March 31, 2009.  The "clear triggers" requested by the Corps are not 
included that would provide clarification regarding when flows would be increased back to 
750 cfs or greater in the event of water quality exceedances (e.g., low DO levels, ammonia
levels) or increased basin inflow (i.e., a hydrologic/precipitation trigger). 

Apart from the potential effects on water quality in the Chattahoochee River, the Service 
is concerned about the role that Lake Lanier plays in the larger ACF basin, including the 
downstream habitats in the Apalachicola River of several species listed under the 
Endangered Species Act.  During periods of exceptional drought, storage in Lake Lanier is 
critical in sustaining releases from Woodruff Dam to the Apalachicola River, as we 
witnessed for extended periods during 2007.  For most of 2008, however, Lake Lanier has 
been releasing only the amounts needed to maintain riverine water quality and 
municipal/industrial water supplies in the Chattahoochee River upstream of West Point 
Lake, and yet lake levels continue to decline.  The proposed action would slow this 
decline, thereby conserving storage for multiple purposes, including minimum releases to 
the Apalachicola River, if needed in 2009.
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Northcutt, Heather P SAM

From: jhphillips65@gmail.com on behalf of Jim Phillips [jhphillips65@bellsouth.net]
Sent: Friday, October 24, 2008 11:25 AM
To: CESAM-PD-EA SAM
Subject: Peachtree Creek - Flow Reduction Requesst

We once again find the state, through EPD, requesting flow reductions at Peachtree Creek. 
Corps acceptance of this request remains a concern to downstream Georgians and residents 
in the middle and lower reach of the river basin.

Earlier this year similar flow reductions were implemented, lasting over two months. At 
that time our organization had issued an objection, outlining numerous concerns. These 
concerns centered on negative water quality impacts. We strongly believe these concerns 
persist. We would request the Corps seek a data base from the EPD verifying that 
downstream water quality is not negatively impacted by the requested flow reductions. We 
seek full disclosure on a data set that would include nutrient loads and chemical 
components being measured.

Water users and consumers are negatively impacted when established minimum standards are 
reduced. Water quality is not only lessened, but costly operating modes must be 
implemented by major water consumers.
In West Point Lake, Columbus and Lake Walter George recent problems have been experienced.
We have on-going concerns about flow reductions at the Peachtree Creek gage and elsewhere.

We fully recognize the difficulty created by the current drought and resulting concerns 
with regard to both water supply and water quality.

Thank you for considering all stakeholders who depend on a healthy river basin.

James H. Phillips
President, Middle Chattahoochee Water Coalition



















































 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
October 23, 2008 
 
 
Colonel Byron G. Jorns 
Commander Mobile District 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
P.O. Box 2288 
Mobile, Al. 36628-0001 
 
RE: Request by Georgia Environmental Protection Division (EPD) to reduce flow from Lake 
Lanier for water quality from 750 cfs to 650 cfs this winter 
 
Dear Colonel Jorns: 
 
We wholeheartedly support EPD’s request to reduce the releases from Lake Lanier this winter to 
meet the reduced flow target at Peachtree Creek of 650 cfs.  We believe that during this 
prolonged drought we must all do whatever we can to preserve storage in Lake Lanier.  Our 
citizens along with all the others in unincorporated Gwinnett County are doing our part by 
supporting the state’s watering restrictions and other water conservation efforts.   
 
Please grant EPD’s request for the reduced releases from Lake Lanier.  Drinking water for our 
citizens is supplied by the Gwinnett County Water System.  This water system has its intakes 
directly in Lake Lanier.  It is very important that the lake water elevation does not recede such 
that the county has to lower its raw water intake at a substantial cost to all the customers of the 
Gwinnett Water System. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Lois D. Salter 
Mayor, City of Berkeley Lake 
President, Gwinnett Municipal Asssociation  
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Northcutt, Heather P SAM

From: Dan Tonsmeire [dan@apalachicolariverkeeper.org]
Sent: Monday, October 27, 2008 4:32 PM
To: CESAM-PD-EA SAM
Cc: 'sally bethea'; dmclain850@aol.com; smithlaw@mindspring.com; 'Chadwick Taylor'; 

leitman@tds.net
Subject: Comments on Request to reduce releases from Lake Lanier

Mobile District

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

 

Please accept these comments as a follow up to previous questions on the similar request 
made earlier this year.

 

1)      How would this decrease in flows affect flows in the Apalachicola River and Bay

2)      How would these decrease in flows affect reservoir elevations at W.F. George and 
West Point reservoirs, which help augment flows to the Apalachicola?  

3)      What additional actions is Georgia taking to “share the pain” in this situation 
such as increased conservation efforts, please provide reports and/or documentation of 
these actions?

4)      What actions is Georgia taking to avoid our getting into this emergency situation 
on a regular basis?  If we are having these problems at the current level of consumption 
it only seems logical that as we increase consumption such problems will occur more often.

5)      How does the management action comply with the Court ruling that the Corps must 
have Congressional authorization to provide for water supply?

 

While the current releases from Lake Lanier are not intended to support flows to the 
Apalachicola, it is not apparent that this management action is being considered in the 
context of the downstream users.  The efforts of the water users in the drainage basin 
which contributes flow to Lake Lanier should have a requirement to demonstrate their uses 
are not impacting the Corps ability to meet it authorized purposes.  This would seem to be
a requirement of the request to keep water in Lake Lanier at the expense of downstream 
users.

 

These measures appear to be less and less of a temporary action and indicate the Corps 
should view these measures as an effort to institute further piecemeal changes to the 
operations without adequate consideration of downstream users and prior commitments the 
Corps has to meet authorized purposes.  Please explain your consideration of these issues 
in the development of your final action.

 

Thanks you the opportunity to comment.

 

Dan Tonsmeire
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Dan Tonsmeire, Riverkeeper

Dan@ApalachicolaRiverkeeper.org

Office: (850) 653-8936

Fax: (850) 653-1718

 

Apalachicola Riverkeeper

23 Avenue D

Apalachicola FL 32320

www.ApalachicolaRiverkeeper.org
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Zettle, Brian A SAM

From: Janet_Mizzi@fws.gov
Sent: Thursday, November 13, 2008 8:43 AM
To: Zettle, Brian A SAM; Jerry_Ziewitz@fws.gov
Cc: Sandy_Tucker@fws.gov; Gail_Carmody@fws.gov
Subject: Re: Fw:  Water Quantity Analysis of Lowering Chattahoochee at Peachtree Minimum Flow 

Requirement Nov08-Arp09

Attachments: PeachtreeFlowReduction Nov08-Apr09.ppt

PeachtreeFlowRedu
ction Nov08-A...

Mr. Zettle, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service has reviewed the information you provided 
below concerning the proposed reduction in flows out of Lake Lanier and the projected 
effects in water flows and we concur with your determination that implementation of the 
recommended plan may effect, but is not likely to adversely affect, listed species in the 
Apalachicola River and will not result in the adverse modification or destruction of 
designated critical
habitat. This concludes section 7 consultation in accordance with the Endangered Species 
Act of 1973, as amended.  Please contact Jerry Ziewitz at extension 223 if you have any 
questions concerning this response.   

Janet Mizzi
Deputy Field Supervisor
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
Panama City, FL Field Office
1601 Balboa Ave.
Panama City, FL 32405
Ph: 850 769-0552 ext. 247
Fax: 850 763-2177

EXTINCTION IS FOREVER 

Jerry Ziewitz/R4/FWS/DOI 

11/12/2008 04:14 PM To
Janet Mizzi/R4/FWS/DOI@FWS
cc
Sandy Tucker/R4/FWS/DOI@FWS
Subject
Fw:  Water Quantity Analysis of Lowering Chattahoochee at Peachtree Minimum Flow 
Requirement Nov08-Arp09

Janet, 

The Corps has requested an expedited response to this NLAA determination for a proposed 
change in ACF operations.  GA has requested the Corps to reduce flows by 100 cfs out of 
Lake Lanier during the winter to conserve storage (maintain a min flow of 650 instead of 
750 in Atlanta).  This is not a change in the operations (the RIOP) that we've consulted 
upon already, which describe releases from Woodruff Dam, but this change could affect the 



2

amount the water available to Woodruff Dam.  However, their analysis shows no change in 
releases from Woodruff with or without this proposal, which is a reasonable finding given 
the current hydrology and the relatively small operational change in the upper basin.  
Beginning next summer with a higher elevation in Lake Lanier could conceivably benefit 
listed species if Lanier storage is needed to support minimum flows from Woodruff later in
2009.  They want to implement this action, which they did last winter also, very soon, 
possibly Friday this week. 

Therefore, I recommend a prompt reply to the message below from Brian Zettle saying we 
concur with their NLAA determination. 

Jerry Ziewitz
USFWS
1601 Balboa Ave.
Panama City, FL  32405
(850)769-0552x223 
----- Forwarded by Jerry Ziewitz/R4/FWS/DOI on 11/12/2008 03:45 PM ----- 

"Zettle, Brian A SAM" <Brian.A.Zettle@usace.army.mil> 

11/12/2008 03:32 PM To
<JERRY_ZIEWITZ@FWS.GOV>, <GAIL_CARMODY@FWS.GOV> 
cc
Subject
FW:  Water Quantity Analysis of Lowering Chattahoochee at Peachtree Minimum Flow 
Requirement Nov08-Arp09

Jerry,

As we discussed earlier, here are the modeling results James completed
regarding downstream impacts associated with the recent EPD request to
temporarily reduce the minimum water quality flow in the Chattahoochee River
at Peachtree Creek from 750 cfs to 650 cfs.  Due to the potential for very
minor, but measurable reductions in flow in the Apalachicola River, we have
determined that implementation of the recommended plan may effect, but is not
likely to adversely affect, listed species in the Apalachicola River and will
not result in the adverse modification or destruction of designated critical
habitat.  Only minor differences in Apalachicola River flows are expected to
occur as compared to the No Action alternative.  Implementation of the
recommended plan will not result in an inability to operate Jim Woodruff Dam
according to the RIOP provisions agreed to in Formal Section 7 Consultation
with the USFWS.  Could you please review the attachment and reply regarding
USFWS concurrence or questions with our determination?  Thanks.  

Brian Zettle
Biologist
US Army Corps of Engineers
(251) 690-2115

-----Original Message-----
From: Hathorn, James E Jr SAM 
Sent: Wednesday, November 12, 2008 2:47 PM
To: Zettle, Brian A SAM
Cc: Eubanks, Michael J SAM; Ashley, Jonathan A SAM; Houston, Amber M SAM;
Smith, Christopher T SAD; Mauldin, Gary V SAD; Harvey, Randall B SAM; Taylor,
Peter F SAM
Subject: Water Quantity Analysis of Lowering Chattahoochee at Peachtree
Minimum Flow Requirement Nov08-Arp09
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Hey Brian,

I have attached a powerpoint file that summarizes our water quantity analysis
of lowering the Peachtree Creek minimum flow requirement.  Our results differ
from GA EPD, because their modeling assumed a reduction beginning October 16,
2008.  The COE modeling assumes a reduction beginning November 10, 2008.
However, we both demonstrate a moderate increase in Lanier's storage if we
implement the reduction.  We decided to use 3 hydrologic conditions; 7q10
from GA EPD, the 1988-1989 hydrology and the 10th Percentile.  Current
conditions are very dry and the most recent forecast predicts a normal to
below normal winter. These 3 hydrologic conditions capture the range of
severe dry conditions to below normal conditions. As a results, the modeling
captures the worst case of downstream impacts and the maximum benefit to Lake
Lanier storage. 

Slides 3-5 summarizes the impacts

Please call me if you have any questions or additional data need.

James E. Hathorn, Jr.
Hydrology and Hydraulics Branch
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Mobile
Office (251) 690-2735
Cell (251) 509-5368
Fax (251) 694-4058
james.e.hathorn.jr@sam.usace.army.mil 




